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LOVE FROM INDIA: The multi-million Emalangeni Irrigation Scheme' site 
Foreman Thokozani Maseko with Maphalaleni Community Liaison Officer 
Thomson Shabangu, leading journalists from this publication to the pro-ject's weir at Maphalaleni. (Pics: Zwelihle Sukati) THRILLED: Shabangu () sharing a light moment with Maseko, after taking 

our reporters through the Maphalaleni Irrigation Scheme. 

MAPHALALENI FARMERS THRILLED BY 
E&M IRRIGATION PROJECT FROM INDIA 

Govt provides 
resources, wants 

community to 
benefit soonest' Stories by Zwelihle Sukati .About 350 farmers set to benefit armerS are ecstatic at Maphalaleni as a 

water pump is keeping their crops ever 
hrough the 2020/21 budget, gov- 

ernment has made available the 
required resources so that the pro- 

Ject can be fully implemented and the 

community benefits as soon as possible 
This was said by Minister of Agriculture 

Jabulani Mabuza. 

green.

Most exciting to the community is the multi- 
million Emalangeni Imigation Project, sponsored 
by the Government of India. 

Last week, the ministry of agriculture received 
the second batch of the approximately E8 mil- "As a ministry we are grateful to both 

the Govemments of India and of Eswatini 
for supporting this project," he said. 

Now that all the funding required for 

the project is available we are optimistic 

that we should be able to have all devel- 

opment work completed by October this 
year and have the first crop ofvegetabless 

by December. 
He said the world was facing the COVID 

19 pandemic, which has had a negative 
impact on the economy, disrupting peo 
ple's lives and even resulting to loss of 
lives. 

lion from the Govemment of India. 

The Saturday Observer team visited the site of 
the project that is aimed at benefitting approXl 
mately 350 people in the area. 
The plan is that after this phase the project will 

benefit other surrounding communities, such as 
Ekuvinjelweni, according to Maphalaleni Indvuna 
Yenkhundla Gabangani Dlamini. 

The water pipeline was visible at a distance as 
it snaked alongside the Maphalaleni Hills from 
the weir, where this publication's team was dri- 

ving uphill. 
Residents of this rural community love farm-

ng. Some farming activity was also visible at taking water from the Lubuyane River into the conveyance system. 

the mountain top and residents were already 
making use of their own pipelines to water their stream." 

crops. 
We had a meeting with the community as Micro Projects, which is for portable water to into the conveyance system. 

assurance was given that the project will not dis- benefit about 200 homesteads. 
turb water supply for the other famers,"Dlamini 

said. He added it was govemment policy that Vision for the Madlolo community. That E2 mil- system, which include the pipeline taking water 
Such projects should not leave other homesteads lion borehole project is now near completion." from the weir to the edge of the field. 
dry just to serve the targetted areas. 

PROJECT: The constructed weir, which is the water diverting structure, 

stead areas where the pipeline will go down- The project has three phases: Phase one is the 
construction of weir, which is a water diverting 

Dlamini said there was also another one by structure to take water from the Lubuyane River 

We also have a borehole project by World 
his phase has been completed. 

Phase two iS the constnuction of the conveyance 

Thomson Shabangu, the community's liaison According to Minister of Agriculture Jabulani 
This was after some farmens had raised con officer, also concurred how excited everyone Mabuza, most of the work has been done as it 

cem that the project would divert all the water was with the Government of India sponsored has been reported that it is at 70 per cent com- 
down to the project pipeline. 

When asked how the project was going to be 
safeguarded from abusc, the constituency head-
man said there is plenty water 

There is now more than enough water." 
He said besides the inmigation project sponsored 

by the Govemment of India there were other 
ongoing water projects as well. 

*This onc is specifically for subsistence farm- foreman, delays were caused by the coronavinus the Maphalaleni community to the Govemment 
ing of erops like maize for the targetted home outbreak. 

imgation project. 
"It is more water lor the famers!" he exclaimed. 

pletion. 
The funding made available by the Govemment FINALLY: The life-giving water 

that has the Maphalaleni farm-He led the Saturday Observer team to the weir of India has been able to cover the two phases 
where it is nesticd at the foot of two hills, where mentioned above. Phase three is the installation 
fresh water streans poured in. 

l he project started this year and was meant to and getting the fields ready for planting, includ-

have been complete in four months. However, ing community training," Minister Mabuza said 

ers excited. 
of sprinkler irrigation system on the 45 hectare 

Project one of COVID-19 
according to Thokozani Maseko. the project site last week Friday. in appreciation, on behalf of mitigation programmes 

India. 
he Lubuyane Project at Maphalaleni 

IS part of government's responsi- 
bility to ensure food security at 

household and national level. 
In the words of Minister of Agriculture 

Jabulani Mabuza "The Lubuyane Project, 
which is also not spared from negative 
impacts of the pandemic as costs of mate-
rial keep on escalating, has become one 

of our COVID-19 mitigation programmes. 
Minister Mabuza said this was because 

the project will support livelihood at house 
hold level and beneficiaries will also be 
able to sell surplus produce 
It is in this spirit that one wishes to see 

more of such investments, commitment 

ADVANTAGE: Vegetable farming is what some community members are already taking advantage of as some 
farming is already ongoing a stone's throw away from the project's weir. 

and collaboration," the minister said last 
week. 


